
Did you know? 

Syphilis is a serious 
infection that can harm 
you and your baby. 

You might not have any symptoms 
Some people might not feel sick or know  
they have syphilis. 
Look out for sores or ulcers, rashes, muscle 
and joint aches, headaches and fatigue.

Get a test regularly 
Syphilis tests are important routine tests 
during pregnancy. Visit your doctor, midwife 
or maternity service provider to get tested. 
There is no shame in getting tested – 
it’s private, quick and easy.

Treatment
�Treatment is easy – medication gets rid  
of the infection and is safe for you and  
your baby. 
Without treatment, syphilis can affect your 
health and the health of your baby. This 
includes the possible death of your baby.

Stay safe 
Practice safe sex – use condoms with a new 
sexual partner and get tested regularly. 
Sexual partners should also be tested 
regularly to stop syphilis passing back to  
you or to others. 
If you do not feel comfortable contacting 
sexual partners yourself, you can visit  
www.letthemknow.org.au for advice or  
talk to your doctor.

Scan the QR code 
to find out more 
about syphilis and 
women’s health.

If you are pregnant or planning to have a baby, 
early testing is extra important to make sure you 
don’t pass syphilis on to your baby. 

Syphilis is a sexually transmitted infection (STI) that is passed on from one 
person to another during sex. More women aged 15 to 44 years old are getting 
it. Find out how you can protect yourself and your loved ones.
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